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“The shift in learning due to AI: 

using models to learn faster:

Nilay Kulkarni is an innovator devoted to utilizing technology to save 
lives and bring about transformative change. His journey in tech 
innovation began at the age of 14, leading to the creation of a historic 
stampede prevention system for the Nashik Kumbh Mela, in 
collaboration with MIT Media Lab. This groundbreaking work, which 
involved a cloud-based crowd counting platform, resulted in the 
festival's first-ever stampede-free year in its recorded history. 
Reinforcing his commitment to deploying technology for life-saving 
purposes, Kulkarni developed an efficient contact tracing system for 
the Maharashtra State Government during the Covid-19 crisis. This 
work was recognized with an award from the Honorable Governor of 
Maharashtra. In his professional journey, he has held key leadership 
roles, including the former Director of Engineering at the online 
education startup, Stoa. Additionally, he has served as a technical 
mentor at TCS Foundation's Digital Impact Square. Currently, Kulkarni 
is leading Vitt AI, an initiative focused on creating Generative AI-driven 
Financial Research tools to support top-tier Asset Management firms, 
such as hedge funds and private equity firms. Kulkarni's achievements 
have been globally recognized. He was honored as one of the "25 
Under 25" by the Internet Society, celebrating their 25th anniversary.
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